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Situated in the southwest of Sarajevo, right next to the
international airport, Dobrinja is well-connected yet
slightly removed from the city center. It’s served by
several main roads and public transportation, including
trolleybuses and buses. This makes it easily accessible
while retaining a somewhat self-contained feel;
residents have many services close by, reducing the
need to travel far.

The renovation will
follow a phased
execution plan,
starting with
internal demolition
and concrete
repairs, followed
by facade
improvements,
new insulation,
and upgraded
installations.
Safety barriers and
signage will be
used during
construction.

The choice between demolition
and renovation is a difficult one
in this case. The choice is to
renovate because there are
more positive aspects to it,
while demolition has more
negative aspects, such as:
costs, space for construction,
duration, and noise pollution.
Therefore, the choice to
renovate is more advantageous
in this case than demolition and
new construction.
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Enhancing Bulevar
Branilaca Dorbinja

Dobrinja: A neighborhoods's transformation

Dobrinja’s transformation from an Olympic village to a
resilient urban neighborhood reflects its enduring spirit
and historical significance. While the market complex
currently stands as a symbol of  neglect, the decision to
renovate rather than demolish offers a sustainable and
community-centered solution. Through careful planning
and phased improvements, the market will be restored to
meet modern standards of  safety, accessibility, and
energy efficiency. This renovation not only preserves the
neighborhood’s structural heritage but also enhances its
public spaces, reinforcing Dobrinja’s role as a vibrant and
livable district in Sarajevo.
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VARIANT 1 - THE FLAME OF DOBRINJA
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The Flame of Dobrinja refers to the Olympic flame, a symbol of hope and unity.

The Market of Opportunities represents a place where potential is realized and growth is fostered.
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First, I looked into the current situation. Initially, there
was little information available, and we didn’t know much
about the structure. In the second week, we received
additional information from Aida about the building, 
including some details about its current state. After 
discussing with fellow students and the executors in our 
group, we came to the following conclusion: the structure
consists of a brick construction with brick columns. In 
some places, an extra floor has been added, and a 
pavilion-like structure has been built in the center. The 
pavilion has little impact on the overall structure and is 
constructed differently from the four other buildings.

I also conducted research into the building’s quality, 
focusing mainly on the building physics aspects. This 
revealed that the building is significantly outdated and 
requires major improvements to meet current standards. 
For example, it needs insulation, a proper ventilation
system, and a better way to improve daylight access in 
the public corridor.

After analyzing the structure, I started
looking into the options for the new design. 
We had two main approaches for 
addressing the building. The first option
was to demolish the existing structure and 
build an entirely new one. The second 
option was to renovate the current 
building, preserving the structural elements
while implementing improvements and 
maintaining the overall layout of the 
market.
In the end, we decided as a group that 
renovation was the best option. From a 
structural perspective, this was also a 
suitable choice, as the current structure is 
sufficient to serve as the foundation for a 
new and improved version of the building

After selecting the preferred
design option, I continued by 
exploring what would be a 
logical wall structure and a 
suitable roof structure. In the 
end, we chose a wall 
construction consisting of a 
concrete load-bearing wall. This 
also made it possible to 
construct the roof using in-situ 
cast concrete. Since the roof 
has a curved shape, this was 
the most logical solution.
Additionally, I performed a 
simplified thermal resistance
(Rc) calculation for the wall 
structure to determine
whether it would meet the 
requirements. For this, I used
the Dutch building regulations, 
which set the minimum Rc-
value at 4.7 m²·K/W.

The first task I completed was 
drafting a collaboration
agreement. This agreement 
outlined the arrangements we 
made to ensure the project would
proceed in a clear and structured
way. It included specific rules 
regarding absence and failing to 
meet certain commitments. By 
creating this agreement, our 
group immediately had clarity
about the expectations and 
responsibilities within the 
collaboration.

After we had decided as a 
group to go with renovation, 
the designers continued and 
created two different design 
proposals. I then assessed the 
feasibility of both options and 
gave my advice on the final 
project choice. I 
recommended The Flame of 
Dobrinja as the better option, 
mainly because The Market of 
Opportunities included the 
use of a basement, and since
we had no information about 
the foundation, we couldn’t
determine whether this was 
structurally possible. 
Additionally, Option 1 (The 
Flame of Dobrinja) was more 
compatible with the existing
structure.

Finally, I examined the structure of the new building, and a few key observations immediately
stood out. The first floor of the building was removed, which significantly reduces the load on the 
supporting structure, meaning it now only has to carry the roof.
I concluded the following: the sides of the building consist of load-bearing concrete walls, while a 
concrete frame between them supports the roof. This design considerably reduces the spans and 
allows the grandstand to be easily supported. Additionally, the glass facade includes columns that 
also bear part of the roof load


